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Name of the Programme : International Seminar
Title : Sri Mariamman Cult
Date . 02.08.2024

Time : 8.45 a.m. To 10.00 a.m.
Venue : IT Block, Seminar Hall

Organized by College/Dept : Nehru Memorial College (Autonomous)

Puthanampatti — 621 007.

Staff In-charge/ Organizer : Dr. A. VENKATESAN
Principal &
Dr. TAMILMANIKT
Vice Principal.
Nehru Memorial College (Autonomous)

Puthanampatti — 621 007.

Chief Guest - Prof. Dr. NGO THI PHUONG LAN
President, USSH-VNU HCM, Vietnam.
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NEHRU MEMORIAL COLLEGE

(Autonomous)
Affiliated to Bharathidasan University
Accredited with “A+” Grade by NAAC
Puthanampatti-621 007

organizes a SEMINAR ON SRI MARIAMMAN CULT
in collaboration with

UNIVERSITY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES OF
VIETNAM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY-HO CHI MINH CITY

Date: 2" August, 2024 Time: 8.45 a.m. to 10.00 a.m.
Venue: IT Block, Seminar Hall

Prof. Dr. Ngo Thi Phuong Lan
President, USSH-VNU HCM, Vietnam
has graciously consented to inaugurate the seminar

Shrimathi. Vrinda Ramanan & Shri. J. Ramanan
Authors of Samayapuram - The Sacred Seat of Shakti
have consented to make an audio-visual presentation on
Worshipping of Shakthi and the Glory of Samayapuram Sri Mariamman Deity

Prof. M. Seran

Expert Archaeologist-Keeladi and Formerly Honorary Adviser to Ministry of Tourism

and Culture, Govt of Tamil Nadu, has consented to speak on
Unique Religious Practices of Amman Worship

Prof. Dr. Luu Van Quyet
Dean, Faculty of History, USSH-VNU HCM
Dr. Pham Thanh Duy
HOC, USSH-VNU HCM
Dr. Le Thi Ngoc Phuc
Vice Dean, Faculty of Anthropology
7 USSH-VNU HCM along with
%) Fifteen researchers from USSH-VINU HCM have consented to participate in the seminar.
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Shri. Pon. Balasubramanian Shri. Pon. Ravichandran <
President, Nehru Memorial College Secretary, Nehru Memorial College g
shall preside over the seminar -

Dr. A.Venkatesan Dr. Tamilmani K T
Principal, Nehru Memorial College  Vice Principal, Nehru Memorial College
shall coordinate the event.
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SCHEDULE - 2nd August, 2024 - 8.45 a.m. to 10.00 a.m.

8.45 a.m.

8.50 a.m.

8.55 a.m.

9.00 a.m.

9.50 a.m.

9.55 a.m.
10.00 a.m.

Prayer

Welcome Address by
Dr A.Venkatesan, Principal, NMC

Interaction

Presentation on Worshipping of
Shakthi and the

Glory of Samayapuram

Sri Mariamman Deity by
Shrimathi Vrinda Ramanan & Shri.

J. Ramanan

Authors of Samayapuram - The Sacred
Seat of Shakti

Z—= =

Speech on Unique Religious
Practices of Amman

Worship by Prof. M. Seran
Expert Archeologist- Keeladi and
Formerly Honorary Adviser to
Ministry of Tourism and Culture
Govt of Tamil Nadu

Speech by
Prof. Dr. Ngo Thi Phuong Lan Vice
President

USSH-VNU HCM, Vietnam

Cultural Show

Vote of Thanks by

Dr. Tamilmani K T, VP, NMC.
National Anthem - Vietnam & India
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NEHRU MEMORIAL COLLEGE

in collaboration with
UNIVERSITY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES OF

VIETNAM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY-HO CHI MINH CITY
SEMINAR ON SRI MARIAMMAN CULT-2nd August, 2024

o




70N
AN,
P e
N an
Lz
- M *
-t 40

NEHRU MEMORIAL COLLEGE

in collaboration with
UNIVERSITY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES OF

VIETNAM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY-HO CHI MINH CITY
SEMINAR ON SRI MARIAMMAN CULT-2nd August, 2024
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Prof. Dr. Ngo Thi Phuong Lan interacted with our college President and Secretary while witnessing the exhibits of the Seminar
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Prof.M.Seran ineracted_with Prof. Dr. Ngo Thi Phqung Lan>



NEHRU MEMORIAL COLLEGE

in collaboration with
UNIVERSITY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES OF

VIETNAM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY-HO CHI MINH CITY
SEMINAR ON SRI MARIAMMAN CULT-2nd August 2024
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Prof. Dr. Ngo Thi Phuong Lan interacted with our Treasurer Mr.Surya Balasubramanian and College
Committee Members Smt.Mala Balasubramanian and Ms Sreeya Balasubramanian

4&4:,1.&\&

Dr Tamilmani, VP-NMC explained the significance of Firepot carrying in Sri Mariamman worshipping
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NEHRU MEMORIAL COLLEGE

in collaboration with
UNIVERSITY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES OF

VIETNAM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY-HO CHI MINH CITY
SEMINAR ON SRI MARIAMMAN CULT-2nd August, 2024
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Dr A.Venkatesan, Principal welcomed the 18 Member Delegation from Vietnam University and all the Dignitaries
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NEHRU MEMORIAL COLLEGE

in collaboration with
UNIVERSITY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES OF

VIETNAM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY-HO CHI MINH CITY

SEMINAR ON SRI MARIAMMAN CULT-2nd August, 2024

Mrs Vrinda Ramanan and Mr J Ramanan made a presentation on Worshipping of Shakthi and
the Glory of Samayapuram Sri Mariamman Deity
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NEHRU MEMORIAL COLLEGE

in collaboration with
UNIVERSITY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES OF

VIETNAM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY-HO CHI MINH CITY
SEMINAR ON SRI MARIAMMAN CULT-2nd August, 2024

Prof. Dr. Ngo Thi Phuong Lan, President, USSH-VNU HCM, Vietnam
signed an MoU for Students and Staff Exchange between NMC and VNU

o

Prof. Dr. Ngo Thi Phuong Lan, President, USSH-VNU HCM, Vietnam and NMC President Mr Pon Balasubramanian and
Secretary Mr Pon Ravichandran exchanged the MoU for Students and Staff Exchange between NMC and VNU
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NEHRU MEMORIAL COLLEGE

in collaboration with
UNIVERSITY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES OF

VIETNAM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY-HO CHI MINH CITY
SEMINAR ON SRI MARIAMMAN CULT-2nd August, 2024

Ay
7 = X
i %
= = s
= e e o £ .

Prof. M.Seran made a presentation on Unique Religious Practices of Amman Worship

Prof. Phan Anh Tu interacted with the Guest Speakers
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NEHRU MEMORIAL COLLEGE
in collaboration with
UNIVERSITY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES OF

VIETNAM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY-HO CHI MINH CITY
SEMINAR ON SRI MARIAMMAN CULT-2nd August, 2024

NEHRU MEMORIAL COLLEGE

(AUTONOMOUS)

(REACCREDITED WITH “A+” GRADE BY NAAC)
(AFFILIATED TO BHARATHIDASAN UNIVERSITY)

PUTHANAMPATTI-621007
TIRUCHIRAPPALLI DISTRICT. TAMIL NADU

” Phone : 04327- 234227
DT.A.VENKATESAN, M.Sc., M.Phil., Ph.D., Wi : 04327- 2334811
Principal Mail Id.: principalenmc.ac.in

av.phys@nmec.ac.in
——

2nd August, 2024

Press Report

Nehru Memorial College, Puthanampatti organised a Seminar on Sri
Mariamman Cult on 274 August, 2024. A Delegation of 18 Professors of
Asian Studies, Oriental Studies and Indian Studies of the University of Social
Sciences and Humanities, led by Prof. Dr. Ngo Thi Phuong Lan, the President
of the National University of Vietnam, Ho Chi Minhcity participated in the
seminar. The foreign delegation was very keen on learning about Sri
Mariamman Cult. The inauguration of the seminar was presided over by
Shri.Pon.Balasubramanian, President of the college and
Shri.Pon.Ravichandran, Secretary of the college. Dr A.Venkatesan, Principal
welcomed the gathering. Both the institutions entered into an
Memorandum of Understanding on the occasion for students and staff
exchange programme. Prof. Lan, President of Vietnam National University
and Shri.Pon.Balasubramanian signed the MoU.

Mrs Vrinda Ramanan and Mr J] Ramanan, Writer-cum-Architect who
recently published a coffee-table book on Samayapuram - The Sacred Seat
of Shakti, made a joint audio-visual presentation on Worshipping of Shakthi
and the glory of Samayapuram Sri Mariamman Deity. In their address, they

touched upon the matriarchal system of worshipping Mother Goddess in
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NEHRU MEMORIAL COLLEGE
in collaboration with
UNIVERSITY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES OF

VIETNAM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY-HO CHI MINH CITY
SEMINAR ON SRI MARIAMMAN CULT-2nd August, 2024
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Tamil tradition. They also traced the history and deep-rooted connection of
the ancient Tamil people with the Vietnamese. They also explained in detail
about the concept of Shakthi, legends of Sri Mariamman, the unknown facts
about power of the seat of Shakthi known as ‘Samayapuram’.

Prof.M.Seran, Expert Archeologist-Keeladi and Formerly Honorary
Adviser to Ministry of Tourism and Culture, Govt of Tamil Nadu spoke on
the unique religious practices of Amman worship in Tamil tradition.He
enumerated the different worshipping practices in different parts of Tamil
Nadu. He opined that Shakthi is the enforcement of omnipresence of Sri
Mariamman. In fact he hailed the penance and prayers offered by the
devotees for a common cause.

The Treasurer of the college Mr Surya Balasubramanian and the
Members of the college management Shrimathi Mala Balasubramanian and
Ms SreeyaBalasubramanian were present. Ms Sreeyacoordinated the event
in liaison with the University of Social Sciences and Humanities, NUV. A
team of students’ volunteers performed a cultural show depicting Sri
Mariamman Worshipping. Vice Principal Tamilmani K T, Coordinator,

Deans, HoDs participated in the event.
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Nehru Memorial College
(Autonomous)
Puthanampattl - 621 007
Tiruchirapalli District
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Vietnamese academics on a mission to find
“out more about Goddess Mariamman

Nahla Nainar

TIRUCHI '

A team of 18 academicians
from the University of So-
cial Sciences and Humani-
ties (USSH), affiliated to the
Vietnam National Universi-
ty in Ho Chi Minh City, un-
dertook a study tour of Ma-
riamman temples in the
Cauvery delta region on
Friday as part of a study on
historical and cultural links
with the deity’s shrine in
the Vietnamese city.

“We have come here on
the request of the authori-
ties who manage the Ma-
riamman Temple in Ho Chi
Minh City. This shrine is
called the Indian Goddess
Temple in Vietnamese, but
beyond this, the public
does not know much about
the rituals and beliefs asso-
clated with the deity. Our
visit will help us record not
just the original practices,
but also find out more
about temple architecture,
whichcould aid conserva-
tion efforts in future”
USSH president Ngo Thi

NEWS REPORTED IN THE HINDU DAILY 6N 03-08-303) PAGE 4

Academics from the University of Social Sciences and Humanities, Vietnam, with staff and student volunteers of Nehru Memorial College,
Puthanampatti. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Phuong Lan told The Hin-
du.

Ms. Lan added that the
team’s findings would be
presented at a seminar to
be held in Vietnam later
this year.

The Mariamman Tem-
ple in Ho Chi Minh City is
said to have been built in
the late 19th Century by In-
dian trader Palaniappa
Thevar, originally from
Pattukottai, Thanjavur dis-
trict.

“We were surprised to
discover that Sri Mariam-
man is seen as a healer in

Tamil Nadu. Though the
customs and rites may diff-
er between Vietnam and
India, her devotees in both
countries consider her as a
divine protector,” said Ms.
Lan.

On Friday, the USSH
academics, from the de-
partments of Asian, Orien-
tal and Indian Studies, vi-
sited Sri  Mariamman
Temple and Sri Ujjaini Ka-
liamman Temple in Sa-
mayapuram and the Ma-

riamman  shrine in
Punainallur near

At a seminar organised
by the Nehru Memorial
College in Puthanampatti,
J. Ramanan and Vrinda Ra-
manan, who recently
brought out a book on Sa-
mayapuram Mariamman
Temple in association with
The Hindu, presented a
brief overview on the wor-
ship of Shakti, and matriar-
chal theology in Hinduism
besides explaining the dif-
ferent manifestations of
Goddess Mariamman in
Tamil culture.

M. Seran, archaeologist,
Keeladi and former adviser

to the State Ministry of
Tourism and Culture,
spoke on unique religious
practices in Amman wor-
ship. Both institutions en-
tered into a Memorandum
of Understanding on the
occasion for a student and
staff  exchange pro-
gramme. Volunteers pre-
sented a cultural show, P.
Subramanian, president of
Nehru Memorial College,
spoke.

Later in the day, the
Vietnamese team interact-
ed with members of Tamil

University in Thanjavur.

HINDU -
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NEHRU MEMORIAL COLLEGE

in collaboration with
UNIVERSITY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES OF

VIETNAM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY-HO CHI MINH CITY
SEMINAR ON SRI MARIAMMAN CULT-2nd August, 2024

e Op Beuenays sibgnfii orfubod ayfur @ ik '
_ﬂmﬁ-@& amasmisb sLissl. 6 yfsiemie guupsh maQuissreng). '

orfluiwosn aufl wpysen LR BnHBSIRED
© poppi, ‘.o,;- G)afraa(h_m_mg)(kmg) : ﬁ&a ;d):ﬂou fﬁ;: ;
© Sussembucy Gsm o1l sowawi . Qurdr UbSEAE
gojb . sogifiid Ume &y ey mlud Y SUUBSD @sblu
f w@ﬂm aflur’® soem ulssi %:;;anm%ﬁ:
‘ W@m uerem_. segufl Qewed Qurer e o s
_ %Wwﬂ“ b8 yalbspSoer ampspl wrpfé Qamsher @Liyd
| "aqwm (pgeveui  Guemi. Qameroniu L g

og_pg,&ogz% u:é&sa?—?(PAévfﬁ
DINAMBLAR  PALEY




